F R o M n A member of the state legislature (the sponsor)
B I LL files a bill in their chamber.

(in most cases) E

The bill is assigned to the relevant committee
to discuss, amend, and vote on it.

e There may be a public hearing at this phase.
L 3 e Written or verbal (in-person/virtual) testimony may be
accepted at this phase.

, e Many bills do not make it out of committee.

B Sometimes bills are assigned to other committees
or subcommittees in the same chamber.

n The bill is scheduled for consideration by the
sponsor’s full chamber.

Not every bill gets scheduled for this “floor debate.”
There may be time for the public to comment on the bill.
If the bill gets enough votes to pass in a unicameral legislature
(Nebraska), then it goes to the governor.
e If the bill does not get enough votes to pass, it dies.

E Bicameral legislatures then repeat steps 2to 4 in
the other chamber (this can occur concurrently if
an identical bill is filed in the second chamber).

Street E If the bill passes through the legislature, it is sent
to the governor to sign or veto.
If the governor signs the bill, it becomes law.
If the governor does not sign or veto the bill by the stipulated
deadline, it becomes law.
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AUTHOR AND AFFILIATION: — Note: In 11 states, if the governor does not sign the bill by the
Chelsea Boyd, MS stipulated deadline, it is the same as vetoing the bill.

Research Fellow e [f the governor vetoes the bill, it dies.

Integrated Harm Reduction — The sponsoring legislator(s) can attempt to vote to override the

R Street Institute veto. Veto override thresholds vary by state.

cboyd@rstreet.org - If the bill gets enough votes to override the veto, it becomes law.

- If the bill does not get enough votes, it dies.
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