
Assessment Name Validation Studies

PSA • Validated several 琀椀mes as “su昀케ciently predic琀椀ve”
• Data from six jurisdic琀椀ons = fair-to-good predictor of pretrial success 

COMPAS • Original 2010 study
 – Generally high accuracy in predic琀椀ng pretrial outcomes
 – Some inaccuracy in predic琀椀ng future violence
 – Did not look at AUC data
• Further study = good AUC results 

PTRA • Validated several 琀椀mes 
• Recent studies include more pretrial viola琀椀on types, defendant subcategories 
• Most recent study = good-to-excellent predictor of pretrial success

ORAS • Original valida琀椀on study sampled a small set of cases (452)
 – Found that the tool successfully predicted recidivism
 – Did not look at failure to appear
 – Did not dis琀椀nguish between new violent criminal ac琀椀vity and other ac琀椀vity
• Addi琀椀onal research and valida琀椀on studies = fair-to-good predictor of pretrial outcomes  

(including new cases and failures to appear) 

VPRAI/VPRAI-R • Updated a昀琀er a 2009 valida琀椀on study found insigni昀椀cant predictors
• Revised in 2016 a昀琀er a study showed no signi昀椀cant di昀昀erence in predic琀椀on between certain risk categories 
•	 A 2022 study found both updated and revised tools Good-to-excellent predictors of pretrial outcomes  

(update had slightly be琀琀er results)

CPAT/CPAT-R • Revised in 2020 

• Follow-up valida琀椀on study showed increased predic琀椀ve score (fair to good)

Tools for Safe and Smart Bail System Changes: Pretrial Assessments
 Blog post by Lisel Pe琀椀s dated July 20, 2023
 View the blog post here. 

https://www.capolicylab.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/Validation-of-the-PSA-in-San-Francisco.pdf
https://criminology.fsu.edu/sites/g/files/upcbnu3076/files/2021-03/Validation-of-the-COMPAS-Risk-Assessment-Classification-Instrument.pdf
https://go.volarisgroup.com/rs/430-MBX-989/images/ProPublica_Commentary_Final_070616.pdf
https://www.uscourts.gov/sites/default/files/76_2_1_0.pdf
https://www.uscourts.gov/federal-probation-journal/2018/09/revalidating-federal-pretrial-risk-assessment-instrument-ptra
https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/docs/Boards/bailSys/resources/ORASCreationValidation.pdf
https://www.courts.ca.gov/documents/lr-recidivism-reduction-fund-court-grant-program-ba2015.pdf
https://etd.ohiolink.edu/apexprod/rws_etd/send_file/send?accession=ysu1607718755372284&disposition=inline
https://www.courts.ca.gov/documents/Pretrial-Pilot-Program-Risk-Assesment-Tool-Validation-2022.pdf
https://www.dcjs.virginia.gov/sites/dcjs.virginia.gov/files/publications/corrections/virginia-pretrial-risk-assessment-report.pdf
https://www.crj.org/assets/2017/07/6_Riverside_Validation_Final_Report_5-3-16.pdf
https://www.courts.ca.gov/documents/Pretrial-Pilot-Program-Risk-Assesment-Tool-Validation-2022.pdf
https://www.unco.edu/hss/criminology-criminal-justice/pdf/final-report-cpatr-project.pdf
https://www.mesacounty.us/sites/default/files/2023-01/phase_3_summary_cpat_validation_study_004.10295714.pdf
https://www.rstreet.org/commentary/tools-for-safe-and-smart-bail-system-changes-pretrial-assessments/

