
Severity Level and seriousness of the alleged o昀昀ense.

Nature and  

circumstances

Aggrava琀椀ng factors (e.g., causing an injury, using a weapon, resis琀椀ng arrest).

Current supervision Whether the defendant was on proba琀椀on, parole or pretrial release at the  
琀椀me of the o昀昀ense.

Criminal history Defendant’s criminal record, including prior arrests, convic琀椀ons or jail sentences.

Court appearances Defendant’s history of complying with court dates.

Community 琀椀es  
and stability

Local family 琀椀es, length of residence, employment, transporta琀椀on and other 
community connec琀椀ons.

Behavioral health Past or current drug or alcohol abuse and/or severe mental health issues 
impac琀椀ng the ability to appear in court or remain law-abiding.

Ability to pay Defendant’s 昀椀nancial resources may be considered (some states require).

 

Tools for Safe and Smart Bail System  
Changes: Bail Determinants
 Blog post by Lisel Pe琀椀s dated August 3, 2023
 View the blog post here. 

https://www.ncsl.org/civil-and-criminal-justice/statutory-framework-of-pretrial-release
https://www.rstreet.org/commentary/tools-for-safe-and-smart-bail-system-changes-bail-determinants/

