Dec 9, 2021

The Honorable Nancy Pelosi The Honorable Charles Schumer
Speaker Majority Leader

U.S. House of Representatives United States Senate
Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Mitch McConnell The Honorable Kevin McCarthy
Minority Leader Minority Leader

United States Senate U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20515

Dear Speaker Pelosi, Majority Leader Schumer, and Minority Leaders McConnell and
McCarthy:

We write to urge you to repeal the 2002 Authorization for Use of Military Force Against Iraq
(2002 Irag AUMF) as soon as possible.

Bipartisan majorities in both chambers of Congress as well as the administration have made
clear their support for repealing this outdated AUMF. In June, after the White House issued a
Statement of Administration Policy supporting Rep. Barbara Lee’s (D-CA) bill to repeal the 2002
Iraqg AUMF (H.R. 256), the House passed it by an overwhelming vote of 268-161, including 49
Republicans. Soon after, the Senate Foreign Relations Committee advanced bipartisan
legislation from Senators Tim Kaine (D-VA) and Todd Young (R-IN) to repeal the law by a vote
of 14-8. Their bill, S.J.Res. 10, currently has 46 cosponsors, including 10 Republicans, with
several others having indicated their support for the measure. With several legislative vehicles
to which the repeal measure has been or could be attached currently in conference, we urge
you to seize this moment and finalize a repeal of the 2002 Iraqg AUMF.

The 2002 Irag AUMF was originally passed to authorize the U.S. war against Saddam Hussein’s
regime in Iraq. Saddam Hussein was removed from power in 2003, the war against his regime
was declared over in 2011, and the administration has affirmed that it is not relying on the 2002
Iraqg AUMF for any ongoing operations. However, leaving this authorization on the books has left
it susceptible to abuse. The most egregious example of such abuse was when former President
Trump relied on it to justify his lethal strike against Iranian general Qassem Soleimani,
recklessly risking a new war with Iran that Congress never approved.

Much work has been done to rescind this dangerous, outdated, and overstretched authorization,
both by activists across the country and by bipartisan majorities in both chambers of Congress.
We have an opportunity to secure an important, historic win that helps gets Congress back in
the business of upholding its constitutional mandate to decide when and where our nation goes
to war. But the work is not yet complete. We strongly urge you to send a measure repealing the
2002 Irag AUMF to the president’s desk at the earliest opportunity.

Sincerely,


https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/SAP-HR-256.pdf
https://www.washingtonpost.com/national-security/aumf-repeal-congress/2021/06/17/1bd1ec70-cf76-11eb-a7f1-52b8870bef7c_story.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/08/04/us/politics/aumf-war-iraq.html
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/senate-joint-resolution/10/cosponsors?r=61&s=1
https://twitter.com/metzgov/status/1460660244057628675
https://obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/blog/2011/10/21/president-obama-has-ended-war-iraq
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/SAP-HR-256.pdf
https://thehill.com/policy/defense/483135-trump-administrtion-outlines-legal-justification-for-soleimani-strike
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Cc: House Majority Leader Steny Hoyer, Chair Patrick Leahy, Vice Chair Richard Shelby, Chair
Rosa DelLauro, Ranking Member Kay Granger, Chair Jack Reed, Ranking Member Jim Inhofe,
Chair Adam Smith, Ranking Member Mike Rogers, Chair Bob Menendez, Ranking Member Jim
Risch, Chair Gregory Meeks, Ranking Member Michael McCaul



