
President Trump has now signed more spending in two years than President Obama ever did 

 

Much has been made about how much Congress has been spending recently, and rightfully so. 

 

The CARES Act, for example, is the signature piece of legislation in response to the pandemic – and it will 

spend more than $1.3 trillion. That’s on top of the first two rounds of coronavirus relief, which spent 

nearly $100 billion and $500 billion respectively. 

 

These bills have made the 116th Congress—and President Trump—the biggest spenders in recent memory. 

Spending Tracker now estimates that Congress and President Trump have kicked off more than $2.3 

trillion in new spending since the start of 2019. 

 

It’s not just due to coronavirus, though of course that’s a big part of it. Other spending has piled up, too, 

including further increases to the Pentagon, various supplemental appropriations, and the now all-but-

forgotten Bipartisan Budget Act, which enabled nearly $300 billion in additional spending on top of 

mandated and perpetually ignored discretionary budget caps.  

 

In President Obama’s first two years in office, at the height of the financial crisis, Congress also passed a 

flurry of big-spending legislation. Some, like the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act, was targeted 

specifically at the immediate crisis, and echoed legislation passed at the end of the Bush Administration, 

such as the Troubled Asset Relief Program (or TARP). 

 

However, like the current Congress, the 111th also spent on a number of programs unrelated to the 

economic downturn, including the Affordable Care Act, the “doc fix,” and increases to the Pentagon 

budget of their own. 

 

This spending was enough to launch a national revolt, kicking off protests around the country about the 

size of government and debt and helping a new wave of self-proclaimed fiscal conservatives sweep into 

office in 2010. 

 

And yet, all of that spending has now been dwarfed by President Trump in the last two years of his term 

in office. Whereas President Obama signed into law nearly $2.2 trillion in new spending in his first two 

years in office, Trump’s $2.3 trillion is the most in the Spending Tracker database – and we’re not even 

done with this session of Congress, which is still likely to bring another NDAA, appropriations bills, and of 

course, another COVID-19 relief package. 

 

President Trump didn’t enact all this spending by himself. The House and Senate, of course, have to pass 

the bills first. Looking at their records reveals wide variation. 

 

While the CARES Act was passed by unanimous consent in the House, previous aid was not. The Families 

First Coronavirus Response Act received 40 no votes from Republican Congressmen, and 8 in the Senate. 

The subsequent Paycheck Protection Program and Health Care Enhancement Act only had 5 votes against 

in the House and was passed by unanimous consent in the Senate. 

 

Amazingly, 76 members of the House have all voted for every piece of legislation that spending money 

signed into law by President Trump. And perhaps most amazingly, 69 of those 76 are Democrats! (Michael 

McCaul of Texas earns the dubious distinction of having voted for every piece of big spending legislation, 

as well as voting against another bill that would have saved money). 
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In the Senate, the story is similar. 39 of the 100 Senators have voted for all the spending President Trump 

has signed into law, 23 of whom are Democrats and 16 Republicans. The idea that there are dramatic 

differences between the two parties on these issues, is actually quite wrong—at least according to the 

data. 
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Indeed, for all of the partisan strife that exists in Washington, there is still striking agreement on a number 

of priorities – and on the agreement to spend a lot of money. To some degree, it makes sense: for 

legislation to pass, it ultimately requires some level of bipartisan support in each chamber, as well as 

support from the President. That story, though, often gets forgotten until you look at the data—a feat 

made far easier by a simple scroll through the Spending Tracker rankings. 


