January 27, 2020
Dear Members of Congress,

It is now more clear than ever that, until it is repealed, the 2002 Authorization for the Use of
Military Force against Iraq can and will be abused to justify unforeseen and unauthorized
military action. We thus write to request your support for repealing the 2002 Iraq AUMF.

Congress passed the 2002 Iraq AUMEF to authorize force against Saddam Hussein’s Iraqi regime,
a mission that officially ended on December 11,2011." The 2002 Irag AUMF does not authorize
current U.S. operations in Iraq.

Repealing the Iraq war authorization would be an important step in reasserting Congress’
constitutional duty to determine whether, where, and when the United States chooses to go to
war. It would remove an outdated use of force authorization that is not required for any ongoing
operations, while protecting against its abuse by this or any future president to justify unforeseen
and unauthorized new wars.

Indeed, we have seen the Iraq war authorization continue to be repurposed by successive
presidents for unrelated military activities. Leaving it in place would ensure that it remains
susceptible to misuse by this or a future president, paving the way for the Executive Branch to
draw the United States into further wars that were not even contemplated, let alone authorized by
Congress 18 years ago. This authorization must be repealed, and not replaced.

We strongly urge you to vote in favor to repeal the 2002 Iraq AUMF.
Sincerely,

Action Corps
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'For more on the legislative history of the 2002 Iraqg AUMF see Tess Bridgeman, “Now is the Time to
Repeal the 2002 AUMF,” July 11, 2019,
https://www.justsecurity.org/64885/now-is-the-time-to-repeal-the-2002-aumf/.
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