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Open Letter to House and Senate Republican Leadership: * m
Preserve the Sequester \ National Taxpayers Union
Dear Speaker Boehner and Leader McConnell, \ AMERICANS FOR
o N | PROSPERITY
As you know, the recently passed Continuing Appropriations Act provides the
government with funding through January 15, 2014. As Congress considers
appropriations for the remainder of the fiscal year, we urge you to maintain the CcCoOuUNCIL FOR
spending restraint established by the Budget Control Act of 2011 (BCA). This CITIZENS
should be the principal goal for fiscal conservatives. AGAINST
The BCA established limits on discretionary spending through FY 2021 ‘GV%VS.EI.IENMENT

including a cap of $967 billion for FY 2014. While the law is imperfect, the
spending caps are perhaps the biggest policy victory in recent years for
advocates of limited government.

Capping discretionary expenditures will not, by itself, solve all of our nation’s
fiscal problems, but it represents an important step toward spending restraint.
Unfortunately, President Obama has previously suggested that he would veto
appropriations bills that fail to eliminate the sequester. Meanwhile, Senate
Appropriators have completely ignored the post-sequester caps. It is imperative AERIGARS
for fiscal conservatives to uphold the BCA and restrain spending. '

If Congress reneges on promises to restrain spending just two years after the
passage of discretionary spending caps, it would send a powerful message to
the American people: Congress cannot control its profligate spending. This
could, in turn, jeopardize other important conservative priorities, as well as the
prospect for economic prosperity. Thus, we believe maintaining post-sequester
BCA caps should be of the utmost importance. We hope you will work to
preserve the law and protect taxpayers from further government expansion.

Sincerely,
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