
  

July 27, 2017 
 

The Honorable Paul Ryan                                                                    The Honorable Nancy Pelosi   
Speaker of the House                             Minority Leader 
H-232, US Capitol                                                                                               H-204, US Capitol                                 
Washington, D.C. 20515                                           Washington, D.C. 20515        
 
Dear Speaker Ryan and Minority Leader Pelosi: 
  
SmarterSafer--a broad based coalition of conservation groups, taxpayer advocates, insurance 
interests, and housing and mitigation organizations--supports the flood insurance reauthorization 
package that has been negotiated by the House Financial Services Committee.  This legislation 
makes meaningful reforms to the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) to ensure it is 
financially stable in the long-term, to give consumer choices in flood coverage, to address 
affordability, and to make investments in mapping and mitigation. 
  
SmarterSafer believes that any long-term reauthorization must include meaningful reforms to 
NFIP, which is almost $25 billion in debt to US taxpayers, and which masks risk, providing little 
incentive to mitigate flood risk. We are pleased that the House bill takes steps to address many of 
the issues that plague the program. We support a number of provisions in the bill including:  
ensuring consumers can choose private flood insurance (Ross-Castor bill); means-tested 
assistance for low-income homeowners; requiring communities to plan for known risks; raising 
the cap on Increased Cost of Compliance for mitigation; additional investments in mitigation; 
increased transparency and disclosure of flood risks; and requiring FEMA to continue to 
purchase reinsurance. 
  
The coalition would like to see additional provisions requiring property level data in mapping; 
requiring communities to consider nature-based mitigation; and further movement towards risk-
based rates.  In addition, we have concerns about artificial rate caps contained in the bill. 
However, as a whole, this legislative package moves the flood program in the right direction and 
contains needed reforms that will better protect those in harm’s way, the environment, and 
taxpayers.  We urge the House to support this bill, and look forward to working with Congress 
on this important issue. 
  
Sincerely,  
 
SmarterSafer 
 
 
Cc: Chairman Jeb Hensarling and Ranking Member Maxine Waters 

 
 
 
 
 


